Flight Safety Update: SAFO
17011, Runway Status Lights
(RWSL), 1s now published.

F

10/27/2017

All personnel who taxi aircraft are affected by this new FAA
release.

This SAFO serves to ensure that aircraft operators, pilots and
airport personnel are aware of the installation, meaning, and
use of Runway Status Lights (RWSLs).

The SAFO can be viewed by downloading the attached .pdf file
or by clicking on the following
linkhttp://www.faa.gov/other visit/aviation industry/airline o
perators/airline safety/safo/all safos/

Thank You and keep Safety First!

Flight Safety Committee


https://vl1725.org/important-safo-17011-runway-status-lights-rwsl-now-published/
https://vl1725.org/important-safo-17011-runway-status-lights-rwsl-now-published/
https://vl1725.org/important-safo-17011-runway-status-lights-rwsl-now-published/
linkhttp://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/
linkhttp://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/

SAFO
'-:.f'-"* “'*’h.g." Safety Alert for Operatars

LT l-':'

SAFO 17011

U.S. Depariment DATE: 8/2817T
of Transportation
Federal Aviation Flight Standards Service
Administration Washingion, DG

hitpelfwww fasgoviother visitfeaviation_industry/airiine_operators/airline safety/safo

A SAFQ) containg impertant safety information and may include recommended action. SAFO content should be espreiaily

valuable to air carriers in meeting their siobotory duly o provide service with the highest possible degree of rafety in the pubilic
imterex. Besides the specific action recommended in a SAFO, an alfermative action may be ay effective in addressing the safety
issue named in the SAFO.

Subject: Runway Status Lights (RWSL)

Purpose: This SAFO serves to ensure that aircraft operators, pilots and airport personnel are aware
of the Installation, meaning, and use of RWSLa.

Background: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) developed RWSLa, which are a fully
automated system to aid in preventing runway collisions. The RWSL, syslem integrates airport lighting
equipment with approach and surface survelllance radar systems to provide aireraft and vehicle crews &
visusl signal indieating when it is unsafe to enterfoross or beginfeontinue takeofl on the runway.

Discossion: There have besn several instances at RWSL airports where flighterews have ignored the
{lluminated red in-pavement RWSL lights when Issued a clearance by Alr Traffic Control {(ATC).
Mluminated RWSLs mean aircraft/vehicles stop or remain stopped and contact ATC for further
direction, relaying to ATC that the RWSLs are illuminated. The RWSL system operates independently
from ATC and controllers do not have any indication of when the RWSL. lights are flluminated. Failure
to comply with illuminated red in-pavement RWSL. lights may result in a high risk collision Runway
Incursion event,

Recommended Actlon: Chief Operating Officers, Directors of Operations, Directors of Safety, Directors
of Training, Directors of Maintenance, and Chief Pilots shoald:

* Review aircrafl and vehicle operator training and incorporate RWSL information and procedures
&5 appropriate.

* Provide RWSL information and resources on use and location of RWSL installations to pilots
&nd appropriate maintenance personnel, as well as other personnel involved in taxling alrcraft
or operating vehicles within the Airport Movement Area.

# Incorporate RWSL use into training events and training programs to foster recognition of RWSL
signals and standard procedures to follow, depending on the phase of aircraft or vehicle operation.

Distributed by: AFS-200 OPR: AFS-220



http://vl1725.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/SAFO17011.pdf

